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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED. 



FOLK-LORE. 



" The Religion of Primitive Peoples "* inaugurates a series of 
" Studies in the History of Religions " -which, if the volumes 
already announced on Buddhism and Islam are as weighty, as 
crammed with scholarly research and personal knowledge, will 
render notable credit to the Catholic Church which sets its 
imprimatur on the first leaf of this the first of them. Mon- 
seigneur Le Roy, already the author of a book upon the Pygmies, 
was himself a missionary for many years in Central Africa and 
has the records of his order to draw upon as well as his own 
notes. He knows the little black men and loves them. He has, 
moreover, like all Frenchmen (it is a commonplace of criticism), 
a style which is both clear and elegant, and adds to that the 
pleasantness, the logical quickness and dexterity, and the ready 
humor, proper to a trained priesthood. It is impossible not to 
enjoy, for example, the misadventure of a European who violated 
a Tabu and thereafter served experimentally to justify it; or the 
bungling of an anthropologist who spoke out of his ignorance 
about the Catholic Church ; or, on the other hand, his picturesque 
if elaborate analogies between that thick-forested and well-watered 
sub-tropical world and the intelligences which people it. Nor 
could we spare his beautiful and touching conviction that all real 
religion is right religion and that " God who at sundry times 
and in divers manners" has declared Himself since the creation 
is the God of Central Africa and of all primitive peoples. But 
we could wish that he would not leave all the good manners and 
all the essential logic to the devil and his allies. Why should 
an anthropologist utter himself on such irrelevant questions as the 

* " La Religion des Primitifs." By Monseigneur A. Le Roy. Paris : 
Gabriel Beauchesne et Oie, 1909. 
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anti-Semite trouble and freemasonry and women's clubs? Why 
should the definitions that appear so good turn out to be like the 
schoolmaster's explanations, that must not be discussed, or like 
the officer's orders, that need not be understood? Undoubtedly 
some writers have over-simplified the hypothetical primitive in- 
tellect, but here it is hard to tell whether the good Bishop at- 
tributes too advanced a psychology to his proteges or is himself 
in his social intelligence still at their stage. He is probably 
wrong in tracing back all their morality (as distinguished from 
religion) to a strong and exact sense of justice ; he is indubitably 
wrong in making of totemism a mere pact with the animal 
kinds. So would the framers of our Constitution and J. J. 
Eousseau have reasoned, but not so we. Some aspects of the 
struggle which, by implication and directly, he is making 
against " lai'cisation " seem very odd to Americans, and his 
limitation of man's duties other than religious must call out 
the shrug and the smile. Not so do we conceive of man's duty 
to his fellow. Yet the book is charged not only with interest, 
but with feeling. Very touching are the poems he quotes, and 
the saying: "Death is like the moon, who has seen the other 
side of it?" And unspeakably piteous and terrible in any per- 
spective but the missionary's is this religion of the shy, wild little 
men in the deep African forest who, when one of their number 
dies, " bury him deep and the rest go farther, for it is dangerous 
to remain under the eye of God." 



Of Professor Prazer's last attempt* "at sorting out the seeds 

of good from the seeds of evil, in dealing with the bases of 

civil society, property, government, marriage and respect for 

human life," the fanciful title suggests some of Euskin's, but the 

tone and temper of the book are by far less erratic and notional 

and emotional than that of the great critic of art and life. In 

working in the very unaeademic field of anthropology, in which 

there exists no great body of opinion, no stored learning and 

ancient wisdom, only an accumulation of unorganized facts for 

the inductive method to deal with, the author has shown, here 

as always, what we call in its best sense the academic spirit. 

* " Psyche's Task: A Discourse Concerning the Influence of Super- 
stition on the Growth of Institutions." By J. tr. Frazer. New York: 
Macmillan & Co., 1909. 



